
Shevet Achim extends its operation  

Shevet Achim UK News 

A child from war-torn Syria has in the past few weeks been welcomed to Israel and her life saved 
by doctors at one of Shevet Achim’s main partnering hospitals, the Wolfson Medical Center in 
Tel-Aviv.  Surgeons and medical staff belonging to Save A Child’s Heart (SACH), carried out the 
complex heart repair on the 4-year old girl, known as Nadrah to protect her true identity and 
safeguard her family’s security when they return to their community.  Nadrah’s case came to the  
attention of Shevet Achim on an  humanitarian visit to a refugee camp in neighbouring Jordan for 
those fleeing the increasingly brutal 
conflict in Syria. 

Along with several children at the 
camp in need of specialised medical 
intervention and major heart repair, 
Nadrah’s case was critical.  After 
complex negotiations with a number 
of authorities, and  lengthy discus-
sions with Nadrah’s family, reassur-
ances were given that tight security 
would be afforded to them throughout 
their visit to Israel, and that their iden-
tities would be protected.  Nadrah’s 
parents gave these reassurances 
their careful consideration and finally agreed for the wheels to be set in motion for Nadrah to go 
to Israel for heart surgery.  This was a huge and major step for them to make and reflected their 
commitment to do everything in their power to ensure their daughter was given the one opportu-
nity that could save her life.  The doctors at SACH were delighted and received Nadrah enthusi-
astically. To them every life is precious - including those from an enemy state.  Nadrah is now 
back in her host  nation, having made a good recovery  -  it has been an unprecedented and 
complex journey, but one that has helped to mend hearts and minds. 

Nadrah’s story was featured in a recent edition of The Times of Israel. To read the article, visit 
http://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-syria-heart-girl/ 
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Gifts and Giving 
Despite the fallout from the downturn in the economy, which has had significant impact upon 

household budgets throughout the UK in recent times, Shevet Achim UK is delighted to report 

that incoming gifts to the charity have remained steady over the past three years.  Income    

received during the year to 31 March 2013 reached £31,482 - just  £1,531 shy of the  previous 

year’s total.  Once again, endeavouring to keep overheads to a minimum allowed the charity to 

send nearly £28,000 to Shevet Achim to enable children from Gaza and Kurdish Iraq to receive 

the life-saving treatment they desperately needed at specialist cardiac units based at partnering 

hospitals in Israel.  There is no value that can be put on saving a child’s life; it is a gift from the 

heart that, in this case, saves a heart.  The words ‘Thank you’ in this context seem so inade-

quate, but Shevet Achim UK would like to take this opportunity to express its own heartfelt 

thanks to each and every supporter who has given towards this work during the past year. 

News from supporters 
Supporters Roy and Jackie Thurley take groups to the Holy 

Land to visit the places which are featured throughout the Bible.   

This year they have organised a tour tracing the footsteps of 

Jesus.  The itinerary is varied and includes stops at Megiddo, 

Nazareth, Cana, Capernaum, the Jordan Valley, Qumran 

(where the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered) and Jerusalem, 

as well as many others over a period of 10 days, beginning 

Monday, 18 November.   

What is so different about this trip from many others that tour this 

most fascinating and interesting part of the world is that the final 

day includes a visit to the Wolfson Medical Center at Holon, Tel-

Aviv.  It is at this hospital that the majority of children assisted by 

Shevet Achim are treated.  As one of its partnering hospitals, the 

Wolfson is essential to the ongoing work of Shevet Achim and 

indeed many very sick children from Gaza and Kurdish Iraq have 

been given the miraculous opportunity of a healthy future       

because of the dedication of heart specialists and their teams 

belonging to the Save A Child’s Heart (SACH) programme based at this important centre of 

paediatric cardiac excellence.  Without the commitment and input of the SACH surgeons, clini-

cians, doctors and nurses, who themselves raise funds to keep at a minimum the costs of the 

surgeries and treatment for the little ones helped by Shevet Achim, these children would not 

have access to such life-saving medical intervention.  Their contribution is absolutely vital. 

During the stop at the Wolfson, there should also be opportunity to speak with Shevet Achim 

volunteers and visit the children within their care at that time.  

For further information, please contact Roy or Jackie Thurley by email at habeit@tiscali.co.uk 

or  call : 0845 2306364.  Alternatively, please write to the following address:  

Israel Tour, PO Box 157, Llandudno, LL30 9DE  

Local Fundraisers Report 
Our grateful thanks go to our faithful fund-

raising supporters, who work tirelessly sell-

ing handicrafts, cards, jewellery and other 

items specially to raise money for Shevet 

Achim UK to be able to send to help save 

lives of children in the Middle East born 

with congenital heart defects.  Teenager 

Jessica Thurley from North Wales spends much of her spare time 

making items of jewellery, such as the bracelets pictured top left, and 

designing and printing cards for sale. 

Another faithful fundraising stalwart is Elaine Barlow who sells jewel-

lery at the price of £1 per item, regardless of value.  Elaine regularly 

sets up her jewellery stall at church and community halls in the     

Teesside area, and greatly enjoys telling people about Shevet Achim 

over a cup of tea. 

mailto:habeit@tiscali.co.uk


The Ben Nevis-4-Shevet Achim Sponsored Climb 
The last edition of Shevet Achim UK News carried 

advance information of a sponsored climb taking 

place this summer of the highest mountain in the 

UK in order to raise funds for Shevet Achim.  Last 

year Chairman of the Trustees of Shevet Achim 

UK, Clive Owen, successfully climbed Snowdon, 

the second highest mountain in Britain,  with his 

friend, Tony Hathaway.  Although this climb was 

organised at short notice, Clive and Tony raised 

£500 for the charity. 

 

The ‘Ben Nevis-4-Shevet Achim’ sponsored climb 

will take place on Wednesday, 21 August, and will be attempted by a very enthusiastic team of 

seven - Chairman Clive Owen, Trustee Andy Morton, friends of Shevet Achim UK Jake Martin, 

Jane Francis and her daughter Sam, and Jane’s work colleague, Kath, and UK Co-ordinator 

Sally Morton.  The team have started training to prepare for their ascent of this world-renowned  

mountain which at 4,409 ft. (1,344 m) majestically dominates a very beautiful part of Scotland.   

 

The team hopes to raise much needed funds to help Shevet Achim Jerusalem reach more chil-

dren with the offer of life-saving  treatment for complex heart conditions, and if this is something 

you feel that you would like to support, please would you consider registering your interest by 

contacting Sally Morton at uk@shevet.org or by writing to Shevet Achim UK, PO Box 84, Caldi-

cot NP26 3WS.  Alternatively, please call Shevet Achim UK on telephone no. 01633 401201.  

All donations and encouragement will be greatly valued and gratefully received. 

Shevet Achim UK again at Senedd, Cardiff Bay 

Shevet Achim UK is delighted to report that it will be exhibit-

ing once again at the National Assembly for Wales Senedd 

on Wednesday, 3 July.  The first time the charity exhibited at 

the Senedd was in November 2009, on the occasion of its 

official launch, and it has had the immense privilege of ex-

hibiting at this prestigious location on two other occasions 

since then. 

 

The event is sponsored by Assembly Member Nick Ramsay, and 

Shevet Achim UK is extremely grateful to Mr Ramsay for having 

sponsored each of its exhibitions at the Senedd since its first ap-

pearance in the large reception area in 2009.  At this year’s event, 

musician and guitarist, Rob Ash, will be performing the score he 

has written specially for Shevet Achim UK’s forthcoming DVD, 

entitled ‘Unspoken Love’.  

Shevet Achim UK hopes to engage with Assembly Members and also members of the public to 

inform them about what Shevet Achim is doing to unite brothers for life in the Middle East.  

Supporters will be most welcome to visit the stand located in the Foyer of the Senedd. 

Trustees 

Spreading the News 
Shevet Achim UK always welcomes the opportunity to speak to groups throughout the British 
Isles about the unique work of Shevet Achim in repairing hearts and uniting brothers for life in 
the  Middle East -  one heart at a time.  If your group would be interested in finding out more 
about how this Jerusalem-based community of volunteers is changing lives, please contact 
Sally Morton, UK Co-ordinator at uk@shevet.org or call 01633 401201. 

For venues in the North East of England, please contact Ruth Partlett (N.E. Rep) at 
ruth@shevet.org, tel. 01287 650323. For the South West of England, please contact Khalil 
Estaytieh (S.W. Rep) at khalil@shevet.org.(Khalil was formerly our North West Representative.) 

                 Trustees of Shevet Achim UK 

                 Pastor Clive Owen (Chairman), Rev. Peter James,  
                Mr Richard Purcell and Mr Andy Morton (Treasurer) 
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Diary : July - December 2013 
2 July : Trustees Meeting 

3 July  : Return visit to the National Assembly for Wales Senedd, Cardiff Bay  
   Official Launch: 11 a.m. by sponsoring Assembly Member, Nick Ramsay 

5  -  7  July : Exhibition at CMJ Conference, Swanwick 

21 August  :   Ben Nevis Sponsored Climb 

11 September : Exhibition at Holy Trinity Church, Llandrindod Wells 

Fuller information and updates regarding future engagements and meetings will be posted on 
the Shevet Achim UK webpage, www.shevet.org/uk. 

Apologies are offered to those hoping to purchase Christmas Cards this year commissioned by 
Shevet Achim UK for fundraising purposes.  After thorough research and serious consideration 
of the printing costs and print runs, it has been decided that the return from the sale of such 
cards would not make the project economically viable. 

Christmas Cards 

As mentioned in the previous edition of Shevet Achim UK News, a brand new DVD commis-

sioned by the charity is in the pipeline featuring the work of Shevet Achim and filmed at its build-

ing in Jerusalem and at the Wolfson Medical Center, Tel-Aviv.  All supporters will be notified 

once the DVD is completed and available. 

Shevet Achim UK DVD 


