
Reflections of a Shevet Achim volunteer 

Shevet Achim UK News 

All those who work with Shevet Achim in Jerusa-

lem, whether long– or short-term volunteers, have a 

story to tell about their experiences of living in a 

community which reaches out to others in love - 

walking alongside them through the good times and 

also the very difficult or painful times, encouraging 

them to trust and hope when they struggle with 

periods of waiting and separation from their families 

back home, and rejoicing with them in the happier 

times. Volunteering at Shevet Achim is often de-

manding and challenging, and each co-worker is 

impacted in perhaps many different ways by their 

time with this community that seeks to touch 

lives .... one heart at a time.   

Shevet Achim UK is privileged to be able to print below a resumé of  the unique experiences of 

one such volunteer, Jane, who served with Shevet Achim in Jerusalem a few years ago.  What 

Jane has written is a moving account of some of the emotions, impressions and challenges she 

encountered.  

“Never before have I seen such joy from parents who were told their children were given a  

second chance of life, and never have I seen such mourning from parents whose children were 

regarded to be beyond help.  Even a hardened press cameraman wept as a father received 

news that his 11 year-old son was inoperable. 

Still, is not this where Christ calls us to be, standing on the edge of people’s joy and sorrow - 

willing and wanting to suffer with them and to rejoice with them?  My rôle and that of Shevet 

Achim is to stand beside these struggling parents and ailing children, to be quiet and to pray, to 

weep and to laugh, and to offer them a love that reaches beyond this world.   Jane” 

June 2012 

Gifts and Giving 
A very big Thank You to all faithful Shevet Achim UK supporters and friends!!! …. 

…..  In the previous edition of Shevet Achim UK News, it was reported that the total income for 

the period 1 April - 1 December 2011 amounted to £14,000, compared to £18,000 for the same 

period the previous year.  It is very encouraging to be able to announce that at the financial 

year-end, i.e. 31 March 2012, the grand total of income received for the year amounted to 

£33,013. This figure was just £2,139 short of the total for the year ended 31 March 2011.  

Keeping overheads to a minimum enabled nearly £28,000 to be sent directly towards the costs 

involved in assisting the children helped by Shevet Achim, and £3,000 for the refurbishment of 

the bathrooms used by the volunteers.  Shevet Achim UK would like to express its heartfelt 

gratitude to all those who sent gifts during the year. Your support is very highly valued. 
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   Above: current long-term volunteer, Kristina,   
   shares a happy moment  with Aryan and his    
   mother  before their return to Iraq 

Reflections of a Sponsor 

A Return Visit to the Welsh Assembly 

“Since learning of the wonderful work carried out by the charity, Shevet Achim, it has been my 
privilege to become a sponsor.  It has given me such joy to be in a position to help a child or 
young person less fortunate than ourselves. 

Shevet has an extremely efficient website which means that you are kept up to date with the 
sponsored person's journey from the moment they arrive in Israel, through all their procedures 
and progress.  This gives you a real connection. 

I would urge anyone, whether as an individual or as part of a group, to help raise funds and 
donate to this worthwhile cause. 

Believe me, the rewards are great for both the sponsor and the sponsored.  Regards, V.” 
 
Editor’s comment:  Thank you so much for this encouraging and sensitive feedback.  It is so 
good to see a different perspective of the work of Shevet Achim - touching hearts one at a time. 
 
Below are photographs of just some of the children who have received sponsorship this year, 
enabling them to have access to life-saving heart surgery and treatment in Israel.  Information 
on children currently needing sponsorship can be found by visiting www.shevet.org.  All spon-
sorships by donors in the UK can be made through Shevet Achim UK, which is also able to 
process those donations that may be eligible for Gift-Aid. 

It was an honour and 
privilege for Shevet Achim 
UK to have the opportu-
nity to exhibit once again 
at the seat of Government 
in Wales.  On 30 April the 
exhibition boards were on 
display for the third time 
in the Foyer of the Welsh     
Assembly Senedd build-
ing overlooking Cardiff 
Bay. Visitors to the 
Senedd were able to talk 
with the UK team about 
the unique work of Shevet 
Achim. 



Reflections of a Fundraiser 

Shevet Achim UK is continually amazed at the 
resourcefulness and entrepreneurial skill and 
enthusiasm of some of its supporters. 

Certainly, age seems no barrier to the extent of 
time and effort that supporters are prepared to   
devote to raising funds in order to help children 
with congenital heart problems in The Middle 
East to have hope and a future. Our featured 
fundraiser in this edition of Shevet Achim UK 
News is Jessica Thurley, aged 13, from North 
Wales, whose resolve, commitment and dedi-
cation to raise funds for Shevet Achim has 
touched and impressed the UK team deeply. 

Shevet Achim UK Visits St George’s, Barcelona 

Jessica writes, ”Hi, my name is Jessica and I have a stall at my Church in Llandudno every 
week, where I sell handmade crafts. I was raising money for our Church garden, but when we 
had made enough money for that cause, I decided I wanted to give to Shevet Achim UK. I sell 
cards, seeds, hand-beaded necklaces and jewellery. I have a Shevet Achim newsletter by my 
stall so that anyone who asks what we are raising money for can have a look at the newsletter 
and see. 

Our Church also supports Shevet Achim UK and I have visited the hospital where the children 
are treated in Israel, when I was about five years old.   We took lots of teddies out for the chil-
dren there!  Jessica x “ 

On 17 June, Andy and Sally Morton from Shevet Achim UK 
were privileged to represent the charity at the Sunday   
service in St George’s Church, Barcelona, whilst on a 
weekend break in the city. 

St George’s, an international Anglican church belonging to 
the Diocese of Europe, is located in the north of the city 
and has been interested in the work of Shevet Achim for 
some time. It was therefore an honour to be able to share  
with the congregation, drawn from many nations, about the  

current challenges, needs and  
vision of the Shevet Achim com-
munity in Jerusalem.  Slides were 
also shown of the children who 
were waiting for heart surgery as 
well as those who were recover-
ing from recent such procedures. 

Shevet Achim UK is very grateful 
to St George’s for its warm     
welcome, prayerful support and 
kind  words of encouragement. 

Shevet Achim UK is committed to raising the charity’s profile, as it is essential to the on-going 
work of Shevet Achim amongst the children of The Middle East with congenital heart problems, 
to expand its support base and to relay the message of what is being achieved in healing hearts, 
building bridges and breaking down walls in that part of the world. 

With this in mind, we would kindly request that you contact Sally Morton, UK Co-ordinator, on 
01633 401201 or at the postal or e-mail address at the foot of the page, should you know of any 
fellowship or other group who may be interested in hearing about the work of Shevet Achim.  

Alternatively, for venues in the North East of England, please contact Ruth Partlett (N.E. Rep) at 
ruth@shevet.org, tel. no. 01287 650323. For the North West of England, please contact Khalil 
Estaytieh (N.W. Rep) at khalil@shevet.org, tel. no. 01524 752624. 

20 - 22 July    : Exhibition stand at CMJ Conference, High Leigh, Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire 

4 August  :    Trustees Meeting, Shrewsbury 

1st week October : Visit of some Shevet Achim UK team members to Shevet Achim Jerusalem 

  (Please note that all running costs incurred by Shevet Achim UK are kept to 
  a minimum.  Accordingly, all travel costs by team members to visit Shevet 
  Achim in Jerusalem are privately met.) 

Updates regarding future engagements and meetings will be posted on the Shevet Achim web-
site at www.shevet.org/uk 

Please also visit www.shevet.org/uk for reports and photographs of past events. 

Trustees 

Spreading the News 

                   Trustees of Shevet Achim UK 

                 Pastor Clive Owen (Chairman), Rev. Peter James,  
                Mr Richard Purcell and Mr Andy Morton (Treasurer) 

Diary : July - December 2012 

In the December 2011 Newsletter, it was reported that plans were 
in the pipeline to send out with this edition a sample of a Shevet 
Achim UK Christmas Card for 2012, featuring a line-drawing of    
3 year old Kosar from Iraq by Shevet Achim volunteer and gifted 
artist, Michelle Bradburn. It has been decided, however, to see 
what the demand would be for the card before progressing to 
print.  If this is something you would be interested in, please notify 
Sally Morton at uk@shevet.org at your earliest opportunity. 

Christmas Cards 
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