
Reflections of a Sponsoring Group 

Shevet Achim UK News 

In the last edition of Shevet Achim UK News, we featured a series 
of personal reflections.  These were three separate articles written 
by a Volunteer, a Fundraiser and a Sponsor, and they gave an    
insight into the motivation, thoughts, challenges and experiences of each of their contributors.  At 
Shevet Achim UK we feel immensely privileged that our supporters each contribute to the work 
in their own unique way, resulting in a broad range of involvement and experience.  The feed-
back received is of tremendous encouragement and inspiration both to the Shevet Achim UK 
team and the community at Shevet Achim Jerusalem. 
 
Featured below is an article by a lady who has written on behalf 
of her Home Group who recently decided to jointly sponsor little 
Lya from Kuristan. Their financial and prayerful support enabled 
Lya to have the heart surgery she desperately needed, and the 
account summarises some of the excitement, challenges and 
emotions the group experienced. 
 
“We are a group of 8 ladies from varying backgrounds and cir-
cumstances, but united in our love of God, and open to how we 
can serve him.  How did we become involved with Shevet Achim? 
 
One of us had spent time in Israel and knew of Shevet Achim's work, and made contact with 
Shevet Achim UK when visiting their stand at a conference.  We then invited a speaker to visit 
our group and tell us more, and as we listened, our faces began to express "this is what we'd like 
to be involved in; we'd like to help". We were already involved in prayer for the Middle East, but 
none of us were in a position to commit ourselves to large amounts individually ........ but       
together we could!  Together, our individual donations would, over a year, be able to make a 
difference to a child's life. 
 
We looked at the website and felt we'd like to follow one child's journey to healing, but            
agonised over this because we longed to see every child's needs fulfilled!  With the simple paper
-work done, we started to follow the events of "our" child's life, and read the updates with a real 
sense of involvement.  Those able to go online kept the others in the group informed so prayer 
was constant and specific. We rejoiced at the amazing skills of surgeons, and gave thanks for 
the wonderful support of the volunteers. Now, after follow-up tests, "our" child is back home in 
Iraq, and we go on in prayer for her family. 
 
But ….  there was one moment when I caught my breath in excitement at God's involvement in 
our giving. The day after we'd committed ourselves to this, I (belatedly you might think!) actually 
converted our promised pounds into US dollars. (The financial needs of each child are given on-
line in dollars) It was then I discovered that what we had promised was almost exactly what was 
needed, just one dollar short!!!  We had thought we were making a small contribution, but in  
dollars it was exactly what was needed!  Our God is good, and we give thanks for how Shevet 
Achim enables us to help.”    D  

Editor’s comment: Thank you so much, ladies, for uniting in this way and ‘making a difference’. 
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 Lya   

Staff Bathrooms Appeal - Update 2 
In December 2010 Shevet Achim UK launched the ‘Staff Bathrooms Appeal’ to raise funds for 

much-needed refurbishment of the bathroom facilities for volunteer staff at Shevet Achim’s 

building in Prophet Street, Jerusalem.  Being a conservation-protected building, renovations 

are particularly difficult, due to the complexity of the restrictions and regulations imposed on 

such premises.  The response to the Appeal realised £3,000, and this sum has been utilised to 

improve the quality of the fixtures and fittings, as well as convert two rooms to house extra toilet 

and hand-basin facilities.  Twelve months ago we featured Update no. 1, including a photo-

graph of the renovated storage room conversion to a downstairs toilet with hand-basin. 

 

For Update no. 2, Jonathan Miles, IInternational  
Co-ordinator of Shevet Achim, writes:  
 
“With the funds from Shevet Achim UK, we were 

able to replace the shower in the downstairs 

men's staff bathroom (photo 1), put in a new staff 

bathroom opposite” (Update no. 1 mentioned 

above), “and put in a new bathroom upstairs for 

the female staff (photo 2). We've typically had 12 

community members living on site in recent 

months, and it has made a huge difference to now 

have two working bathrooms for each gender as 

we're rushing to prepare for the daily 8:00 a.m. meeting.  

        

God bless all through whom He helped make this possible!” 

Gifts and Giving 
Shevet Achim UK wishes to express its heartfelt appreciation to its faithful band of supporters 

and friends, who, despite the recent economic downturn and austerity measures in the UK, 

have shown unswerving commitment to those children of The Middle East in desperate need of 

urgent medical intervention for heart conditions that threaten their lives.  Leading up to this 

Christmas period, Shevet Achim UK is delighted to be able to report an upturn in one-off      

donations compared to recent months, and an increase in the number of monthly standing   

orders.   So, it once again gives the Shevet Achim UK team great pleasure to say a very big 

“Thank You” to all those who have continued to support this work, and also to those who have 

recently sent donations for the first time.  Your gifts are greatly valued. 

 

As at the beginning of this month, the total income for the year since 1 April amounted to      

approximately £14,000, which is the identical figure reported for the same period in 2011.  This 

is such an encouragement at a time when many charities are witnessing a dramatic decrease in 

their income, with obvious serious repercussions. It is therefore with grateful and profound 

thanks for the provision Shevet Achim UK has received, that it has been possible to send  since 

1 April this year £8,500 towards the costs of assisting children from Gaza and Iraq with congeni-

tal heart defects to have urgent treatment in Israel.  A further amount of £4,000 will be sent be-

fore Christmas to Shevet Achim in Jerusalem towards its continuing vital work. 
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Shevet Achim UK on the web 

Ben Nevis 

Shevet Achim UK has a dedicated page on the main Shevet Achim website, www.shevet.org.  

Supporters who have internet access are encouraged to visit www.shevet.org/uk to learn of any 

updates or to download forms or newsletters that may be of interest. 

 

With the June edition of the Shevet Achim UK News, a form was sent out to all supporters in an 

endeavour to establish correct contact details and to remove any out-of-date records from our 

database.  Supporters were also asked whether they wished to receive future editions of the 

newsletter via e-mail.  Now that most responses have been received, the database is being 

updated accordingly.  All editions of this newsletter will be mailed out, but in future all those 

supporters who indicated they would prefer to receive the newsletter by e-mail are now       

requested to download future issues (published twice-yearly in June and December) by visiting 

the Shevet Achim UK webpage mentioned above, as each edition is listed as a downloadable 

resource.  It is hoped that this will prevent any non-delivery of newsletters through uncoopera-

tive servers, spam filters, etc.! 

Earlier this year, Shevet Achim UK Chairman of the Trustees, Clive Owen, climbed Snowdon, 

the second highest peak in the British Isles, in order to raise money for the charity. With his 

friend, Tony Hathaway, Clive reached the summit of Snowdon in good time, and thoroughly 

enjoyed the experience, although the weather at the top was wet and windy! This event was 

planned at fairly short notice, and yet attracted sponsorship of over £500, providing much need-

ed funds for the ongoing work of Shevet Achim. 

 

Next Summer Clive intends to scale Ben Nevis, the highest peak in 

Britain - again in an endeavour to raise money for the charity. If this 

is something you would like to support, please register your interest 

by contacting Sally Morton at uk@shevet.org or at the postal      

address on the back page.  Further details will be available in due 

course at www.shevet.org/uk and in the next newsletter. 

Shevet Achim UK DVD 

UPDATE FROM SHEVET ACHIM JERUSALEM  
At the time of going to print, Shevet Achim Jerusalem’s 2012 Year -end Campaign 
target of US$60,000 now stands at $58,330.  Responses to the current year’s 
appeal will be used to settle all outstanding hospital commitments incurred this year.  

Shevet Achim UK are currently working on a specially commissioned DVD profiling the work of 

Shevet Achim. Featuring volunteers, medical staff, patients and families, the DVD will also  

include information on Shevet Achim UK, and it is hoped that it will be widely used in presenta-

tions, at exhibitions and speaking engagements, and that it will be of interest to those who wish 

to learn more about this unique work in The Middle East.  Further details will be made available 

on the website in line with progress on the project, and included in the next newsletter. 

Trustees 

Spreading the News 
Should you know of any fellowship or other group who may be interested in hosting a speaker 
from Shevet Achim UK, please contact Sally Morton, UK Co-ordinator, on 01633 401201 or at 
the postal or e-mail address at the foot of the page,  

Alternatively, for venues in the North East of England, please contact Ruth Partlett (N.E. Rep) at 
ruth@shevet.org, tel. no. 01287 650323. For the North West of England, please contact Khalil 
Estaytieh (N.W. Rep) at khalil@shevet.org, tel. no. 01524 752624. 

                   Trustees of Shevet Achim UK 

                 Pastor Clive Owen (Chairman), Rev. Peter James,  
                Mr Richard Purcell and Mr Andy Morton (Treasurer) 
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Diary : January - June 2013 
12 January  : Yardley Wood Baptist Church, Birmingham (10 a.m. -  6 p.m.) 
  (event organised by Birmingham House of Prayer : Discover the Holy Land of Israel) 

27 January : Bridge Lane Christian Fellowship, North London (evening meeting) 

13 February  :   Hasbury Christian Fellowship, Halesowen (evening meeting) 

14 February : Operation Mobilisation, Halesowen 

15 February : Beit HaGefen Messianic Fellowship, Sutton Coldfield (evening meeting) 

2 March : Trustees Meeting, Shrewsbury 

June  :  Ben Nevis sponsored climb (see item on previous page) (date to be confirmed) 

Updates regarding future engagements and meetings will be posted on the Shevet Achim UK 
webpage, www.shevet.org/uk. 

In June’s edition of Shevet Achim UK News, supporters were requested to 
register their interest in purchasing a specially designed Christmas card   
before progressing to print. The response was fairly encouraging, and it has 
been decided to proceed with a limited print-run early in 2013.  Further details 
will be available in the next issue of the newsletter and on the webpage. 

Christmas Cards 

To all Supporters, 

May your Christmas be filled with joy and peace, 
and may you have a happy and blessed New Year. 

Best regards and many thanks, 
The team at Shevet Achim UK 


