
Recent visits to Shevet Achim by UK Supporters 

Shevet Achim UK News 

It is very encouraging to report that several 

UK supporters have visited Shevet Achim in 

recent weeks, whilst touring the Holy Land.  

Such visits are always welcomed by the  

Jerusalem-based volunteers and staff, as it is 

a real encouragement for them to meet with 

those who are committed to supporting the 

work and vision of Shevet Achim.   

The benefits to the visitors are numerous and  

diverse  -  in fact „blessings‟ is a more appro-

priate word than „benefits‟!  To talk to the 

workers is hugely rewarding, informative and 

a great privilege -  they are always more than 

willing to share about their various experi-

ences, even though they may be weary after 

a day at the hospital, driving the minibus, or 

involved in administration or household 

chores.  To meet the children currently under

-going treatment, and their mothers (and in 

some cases, fathers), is another great privi-

lege, and again very rewarding, as it quickly 

becomes apparent how important such inter-

est in their wellbeing is to them.   

If you are planning a trip to Jerusalem and 

would like to visit Shevet Achim, please   

contact info@shevet.org 

Children visited in 

October: Clockwise 

from top left: Lamo, 

Rebin, Ayad, Aya 

and Bilal 

December 
2011 

Gifts and Giving 
Like most charities, Shevet Achim UK has experienced a significant drop in one-off donations 

during the course of the current financial year, and this is undoubtedly a reflection of the present 

economic climate.  Conversely, as mentioned in the June newsletter, the number of monthly 

standing order donations has actually increased considerably during the past twelve months, and 

it has been encouraging to receive this steady income at a time when many people are experi-

encing the challenges of a prolonged period of austerity measures. 

As at the beginning of December, the total income for the year to date from 1 April stands at just 

over £14,000, compared to over £18,000 at the same time last year.  Once again, we applaud 

Shevet Achim UK‟s faithful supporters for their continued commitment to help save the lives of 

children like those pictured above, whose smiles reflect their grateful hearts. 

Shevet Achim UK       PO Box 84      Caldicot      NP26 3WS      01633 401201       uk@shevet.org 
UK Registered Charity No. 1126426 

As reported in our previous newsletter, Shevet Achim volunteers based in Jerusalem were able 
to take time out of their very busy schedule in order to travel to Beit Bracha (House of Blessing) 
for a weekend „Breakfast on the Beach‟ retreat in August run by a couple from South Wales.  A 
very big Thank You to those supporters who sent donations towards the costs involved in    
providing such important respite.  The staff are deeply grateful, and all expressed their sincere 
appreciation for this time of physical and spiritual refreshing. 

The photos speak for 
themselves! 

Additionally, a follow-
up to the weekend 
retreat took place 
last month at Shevet  
Achim Jerusalem. 

Beit Bracha Retreat Weekend for Shevet Volunteers  

Fundraising 
It is a pleasure to share further innovative fund-raising ideas adopted by supporters.  In this 
edition, we are delighted to include the report below from two very enterprising students at a 
college near Cardiff. 

„As two students attending Atlantic College, one of 13 United World Colleges worldwide, we 
have been steeped in our school‟s mission to create “peace and a sustainable future”. We live 
in a heavily multicultural and international school society, including students from both Israel 
and Palestine, and have witnessed the severity of the emotional and historical ties on both sides 
of the conflict. We decided to support Shevet Achim‟s cause in order to be part of the healing 
process in the Middle East. 

 
We proceeded to meet once a week and organised bake-sales to fundraise for Shevet Achim, 

but the highlight of our work was organising a Date Auction during the week of Valentine‟s Day. 
We found 10 male volunteers to auction, and gathered a crowd of people willing to pay for a 
romantic date for two. During the heated auction process, individuals paid up to £30 per date. 

 
A week later, we decorated our common 

lounge room and proceeded to prepare a 
three course meal for around 25 people, 
using organic and fair-trade goods. This was 
a challenging task, but greatly satisfying as 

the evening was a roaring success, and over 
£200 was raised for Shevet Achim. 

 

We are honoured to have been able to 
contribute to such an inspiring organisation, 
and proud to know that we have helped a 
child return to health, and helped the forma-
tion of better relations between nations. We 
hope to keep fundraising and spreading 
awareness for Shevet Achim‟s worthy cause 
in the future.‟ 

Full marks are awarded to students Haf and Laurens for their initiative,  
creativity, ingenuity, time, effort and encouragement!  Well done!! 



The funds raised following last December‟s Staff Bath-
rooms Appeal are now being put to good use, as can 
be seen in the photograph.  You may  remember that in 
response to the Appeal, a total of £3,000 was received 
from UK supporters.  

Work has started in earnest, following a consultation 
period with a British architect, who offered his services 
free of charge.  The need for professional advice was 
extremely important, given the historic nature of the 
building Shevet Achim occupies in Jerusalem. Because 
of this, guidelines and strict regulations have to be  
meticulously adhered to. 

The first facility to be renovated was a downstairs box-
room used for storage.  It now houses a quality WC, 
including new hand-basin and mirror. 

Plans are currently underway to install a brand new 
bathroom, and further updates on progress will be  
included in the next newsletter, due out in June 2012. 

Staff Bathrooms Appeal - Update 

Sinking Fund for New Vehicle 
The trustees decided at a meeting earlier this year to start a Sinking Fund with immediate effect 

in order to prepare for the eventual provision of a second reliable vehicle for Shevet Achim.  At 

present, the new vehicle (which was purchased last year following the launch of an appeal 

started in the UK) is being used extensively most days, covering many miles during the course 

of a week.  The old van has been repaired, but nevertheless is still „old‟.  It also travels a lot of 

miles, and between the two vehicles, a large number of children and parents are transported to 

and from hospital appointments or taken on outings.  The vans also take staff to and from the 

hospitals, so that they can offer much-needed support to parents and children. 

Because of the vital role these vehicles play, it has been 

recognized by Shevet Achim UK trustees that it is essen-

tial that plans are made well in advance for a replace-

ment vehicle to be procured, and for this reason the sum 

of £100 is being placed into a Sinking Fund each month 

for a period of three years.  To date, the Fund totals 

£725, including a donation received specifically for this 

purpose. 

Should you be interested in investing in this scheme, 

please would you clearly mark your donation „Vehicle 

Sinking Fund‟. 

UPDATE FROM SHEVET ACHIM JERUSALEM 

At the time of going to print, sponsorship is still required for one of the children currently 
undergoing  treatment in Israel.  For details, please see website. 

Trustees 

Speakers 
Shevet Achim UK is committed to raising the charity‟s profile in 2012.   

With this in mind, we would kindly request that you contact Sally Morton, UK Co-ordinator, on 
01633 401201 or at the postal or e-mail address below, should you know of any fellowship or 
other group who may be interested in hearing about the work of Shevet Achim.  

Alternatively, for venues in the North East of England, please contact Ruth Partlett (N.E. Rep) at 
ruth@shevet.org, tel. no. 01287 650323. For the North West of England, please contact Khalil 
Estaytieh (N.W. Rep) at khalil@shevet.org, tel. no. 01524 752624. 

Trustees of Shevet Achim UK 

Pastor Clive Owen (Chairman), Rev. Peter James,  
Mr Richard Purcell and Mr Andy Morton (Treasurer) 

Shevet Achim UK       PO Box 84      Caldicot      NP26 3WS      01633 401201       uk@shevet.org 
UK Registered Charity No. 1126426 

Due to the time and costs that would be incurred in organising and hosting a special Supporters 
Day, it has been decided not to proceed with such an event at this time.  Should it be possible 
to combine a meeting of supporters with the charity‟s presence at any future exhibition or     
conference, then supporters will be notified accordingly. 

Supporters Day 

Diary : January - June 2012 
28 January 2012    :    Trustees Meeting, Shrewsbury 

Upates regarding future engagements and meetings will be posted on the Shevet Achim web-
site at www.shevet.org/uk, and included in June‟s newsletter. 

The Team at Shevet Achim UK 
would like to wish all supporters 

every blessing this Christmas 

This beautiful line-drawing of 3 year old Kosar by Shevet Achim 
volunteer and gifted artist, Michelle Bradburn, will be featured on 
Christmas Cards to be available for sale from Shevet Achim UK 
next year.  A sample will be sent out with the next newsletter in 
June.  Kosar, from Iraq, received successful heart repair in 2011. 


