
Minibus Miracle 

Shevet Achim UK News 

The prayers for a new Minibus to transport 

the little ‘treasures’ assisted by Shevet Achim 

to and from their hospital appointments have 

been graciously answered.  The miracle of 

provision was in God’s perfect timing, and 

delivery of the new vehicle was taken just as 

the old vehicle was giving up in exhaustion 

and needing extensive repair. 

The Appeal launched in June’s newsletter 

generated a terrific response from Shevet 

Achim UK’s faithful and generous supporters, 

with the total of donations reaching an amaz-

ing £7,200!!   

Once the appeal was underway and proving 

to prompt such a massive response, Shevet 

Achim in Jerusalem sent out an e-letter to all 

its worldwide supporters, informing them of 

the UK Appeal. This news quickly reached 

the US-based Joshua Fund, which aids and 

assists sick  children, with the result that the 

balance of the monies needed to purchase 

the new van were sent almost immediately! 

Above:  Brand new Hyundai van arrives at Shevet 
Achim in Jerusalem  -  the smiles say it all!!!!! 
 
Left to right: Michelle Bradburn, long-term volunteer, 
Muna, long-term volunteer, Joan Purcell of Shevet 
Achim UK, Harim, recently recovered from major 
heart surgery, Lina, long-term volunteer, Ryan 
Gregg, long–term volunteer, Richard Purcell, Shevet 
Achim UK trustee and Jonathan Miles, founder and 
International Co-ordinator of Shevet Achim. 
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Gifts and Giving 
Despite the current economic climate, donations this year until October were in excess of those 

for the same period last year.  Since October, donations have shown a noticeable downturn.  

This may be due in part to the tremendous response in the Summer to the Minibus     Appeal, 

which netted the fantastic figure of £7,200, as detailed above. 

However, in addition to the monies raised by the Minibus Appeal, Shevet Achim UK has been 

able to send nearly £10,000 to Shevet Achim to sponsor surgeries and assist with associated 

costs since the start of its financial year in April 2010.  For a charity still in its infancy, this is a 

wonderful achievement, which is only made possible by its loyal and dedicated supporters. 

Running costs have been kept to an absolute minimum, with 95% of donations sent to finance 

surgeries, accommodation and transport for the children and their families, as well as essential 

overheads at Shevet Achim, including the provision of food and board for volunteer staff.  A 

very big thank you to all those who have sent gifts - your giving has enabled much! 

One of the most touching fundraising stories 
this year has to be that of a little 6 year old 
boy in Bristol, P, who heard about Shevet 
Achim’s work with sick children in The Middle 
East in urgent need of heart surgery, and 
decided that he wanted to help.  P had 
earned points from his parents for getting 
himself ready before breakfast, practising his 
spellings, and so on, over several months.  
Once he had earned 100 points this way, he 
was to trade them in for an entrance ticket to 
Legoland - something he was really looking 
forward to!!  He then changed his mind and 
asked that the ticket monies be sent to help 
little boys and girls to get well. Thank you, P! 

Visit by Shevet Achim UK Trustees and wives - 
October 2010 

A child’s heart of love 

October this year saw visits to Shevet Achim 
Jerusalem by three of the four Shevet Achim 
UK trustees, plus their wives.  The trustees 
were touring Israel, and took advantage of 
their stay in Jerusalem to spend time with the 
team of volunteers at Shevet Achim, renewing 
old acquaintances and making new friends. 
They also had the immense privilege of meet-
ing some of the children and their mothers.   
 
One of the children the trustees and their 
wives met was little Baran, who needed not 
only major heart surgery, but also cleft pallet 
repair.  A truly precious time was spent with 
this lovely baby and his dear mother, who was 
overflowing with love for her little one.  Sadly, 
Baran died peacefully some weeks later, with 
his mother and father at his bedside.  The 
staff at the hospital where he was being 
treated had worked round the clock for days 
in order to try and save his life.  He will be 
very much missed by all at Shevet Achim. 
 
A visit was also made by two of the  trustees 
and their wives to the Wolfson Medical Center 
in Tel-Aviv, where they met with Dr Houri, 
Director of the Paediatric ICU. They also 
spent time with two Iraqi children recovering 
well from their recent heart surgeries. 

Top: (L) Joan 
Purcell from the 
UK and Jennifer 
Chang (R), volun-
teer from Singa-
pore, visiting little 
Aresh 1 day after 
surgery 

North East Representative 
Shevet Achim UK is delighted to announce 
the appointment of its first regional represent-
ative, Mrs Ruth Partlett. 
 
Ruth will be Shevet Achim UK’s North East 
Representative, and she will be pleased to 
promote the work of Shevet Achim in that part 
of the country, taking in Newcastle-upon-
Tyne, York, Leeds and all that area. 
 
Should you be based in the North East of 
England and wish Ruth to speak more about 
the work of Shevet Achim at your meeting or 
fellowship, her contact details are as follows: 
 
e-mail: ruth@shevet.org 
Tel: 01287 650323 

Above: Shevet Achim UK visitors with 
Dr Houri (2nd from left) , Director of 
the Paediatric ICU at the Wolfson 
Medical Center, and Jennifer Chang 



Any visit to the Shevet Achim building at 
Prophet Street in Jerusalem is a memorable 
experience, whether it be spending time with 
the children coming to Israel for treatment 
and awaiting heart surgery, or sitting with 
their mothers having a delicious lunch that 
they have prepared in their recently refur-
bished kitchen.  The bathroom facilities the 
families enjoy are first class and of a very 
high standard nowadays, having been refur-
bished a few years ago. 
 
It is also very humbling to spend time chat-
ting with the long-term volunteer staff who 
work a very long day attending to a vast 
range of tasks, whether it be cooking the 
main meal of the day for all the staff as well 
as the occasional visitors, or whether it be 
accompanying children and their mothers to 
hospital appointments or visiting them in 
hospital.  However, the bathroom facilities 
that they use during their long periods of 
service are in a very poor state of repair and 
in desperate need of improvement.  The 
plumbing is old and rusty, and the appli-
ances are barely functional. 

Staff Bathrooms Appeal 

Website 

Shevet Achim in Jerusalem has invited Shevet Achim UK to be involved with the develop-

ment of a new website in an endeavour to reach and inform a wider audience.  The existing 

website provides important and useful updates on the progress of children in Israel for heart 

surgery, but lacks the facility to enable the Jerusalem staff to make any major changes to 

the site in-house.  Another major and urgent requirement at present is the facility for sup-

porters and potential interested parties in the UK, Germany, New Zealand and the USA, to 

be able to access any information about the Shevet Achim organisations, news, appeals, 

activities, payment methods  and speaking tours and engagements in their own countries.     

The trustees at Shevet Achim UK have agreed that in order to maximize its potential to 

reach more people, and also to provide a greater range of information, the website does 

need further development.  For this reason, a contribution has been made to progress the 

work needed to launch the new site, and any donations specifically for this work will be 

gratefully received.  Once the new website is operational  -  hopefully Spring 2011  -  the 

long-term volunteer staff  at Shevet Achim will be able to update information in-house, to 

include more news about themselves and their experiences, and also updates on the chil-

dren once they are discharged from hospital and return to their homes.  Shevet Achim UK 

looks forward to reaching and attracting more UK supporters through this improved media.  

Any such project-specific donations should be kindly marked ‘Website Development’. 

For this reason, Shevet 
Achim UK is launching a new     
appeal; this time we are aim-
ing to raise just £8,000 in 
order to transform the male 
and  female bathroom facili-
ties.  We feel that the staff deserve to bene-
fit from being able to use toilets, hand    
basins and showers of a good standard, 
and that the tiling, paintwork, plumbing and 
doors should be repaired and improved.  
£2,300 has already been raised, so we are 
looking for a further £5,700 in order to com-
plete the work.  If this is something you feel 
you would like to support, please send your 
donation to Shevet Achim UK, PO Box 84, 
Caldicot NP26 3WS, 
marking your enve-
l ope  ‘Ba th rooms    
Appeal’ 

Trustees 

Speakers 
In order to highlight and promote the work of Shevet Achim, and to thereby aid and assist more 
children in Gaza, the West Bank and Iraq in need of urgent heart surgery, Shevet Achim UK is 
seeking more speaking engagement opportunities. 
 
If you know of any fellowship or other group who may be interested in hosting a speaker from 
Shevet Achim UK, please would you contact Sally Morton, UK Co-ordinator, at the address   
below or at uk@shevet.org, or on 01633 401201.  Alternatively, for speakers required in the 
North East of England, please contact Ruth Partlett, North East Representative, at 
ruth@shevet.org, tel. no. 01287 650323. 

The Trustees of Shevet Achim UK are: 
 

Pastor Clive Owen (Chairman), Rev. Peter James,  
Mr Richard Purcell and Mr Andy Morton (Treasurer) 
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The 2011 Supporters Day will take place in Cardiff on 9 March.   

Shevet Achim UK will have an exhibition stand in the main foyer of the Senedd building of the 
Welsh Assembly Government for the second time (the first being the official launch of Shevet 
Achim UK in November 2009).  The stand will be open from 10 a.m. until late afternoon.  Sup-
porters are invited to come and meet the Shevet Achim UK trustees and other support staff on 
the stand.  An informal meeting for supporters will take place within the foyer area of the 
Senedd at lunchtime.  Further details, including directions and location map, will be posted out 
at the end of January.   

We do look forward to meeting as many of you as possible, so please put the date in your diary! 

Supporters Day 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS 

May you enjoy blessings this Christmas and throughout the New Year. 


